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Our mission: Lead the charge for the 

Northwest to realize its clean energy potential 

using hydroelectricity as the cornerstone

We educate the public and policymakers 
about the important role of hydroelectricity

We partner with our members, Native 

American tribes, communities, agencies and 

businesses to achieve common goals

We support research and analytics so the 

region can reach informed decisions

We engage in public processes to provide 
balanced insights and suggestions



Columbia 
River Basin

Courtesy: Bonneville Power Administration



Millions of 
people benefit



Hydropower = Jobs

• Companies are locating here for 

clean, reliable affordable energy

• Our marine highways move 51 

million tons of international trade

• Billions of dollars in value 

• 40,000 jobs tied to trade

Courtesy: Montana Electric Cooperatives Association Courtesy: Pacific Northwest Waterways Association, Columbia Snake River 

System Facts



• Hydropower continues to produce, 

clean carbon-free energy in our 

region

• Hydropower reduces emissions in 

other economic sectors (ex: 

transportation)

• NOAA: rising sea surface 

temperatures impacting salmon

Hydropower = Clean Air



Quiz  

What % of the Northwest's electricity comes 
from hydropower?

26%   |   40%   |   54%  |   78%



Hydropower = PNW backbone

Courtesy: Northwest Power and Conservation Council

Hydro



Showing % support for the use of hydroelectric dams to produce electricity Strong support 
for hydropower

More than 3 in 4 

residents across the 

region support 

hydropower 

Across all four states, 

support for hydroelectric 

dams to produce energy 

is high 

Courtesy: DHM Research/NWRP Multi-State Survey
(October 2024)



Quiz  

Are there more or less fish in the Columbia 
& Snake Rivers after dams?

Less   |   More



Answer… more!





NY Times Ad (1999)

Thank you 
Lake Oswego 

Rotary!

Claim: “If we don’t act, 
Snake River salmon will 

disappear forever.”

Lower Granite Dam 

Returns:

1999 – 10,193 salmon

2024 – 105,174 salmon    

Increase: 1031%



Pressure on 
affordable, clean 

hydropower
is everywhere



Caught in a game of tug of war 



The lights are flashing 
RED

“The supply of electricity is not growing fast 
enough to keep up with demand growth…. 

“Unless we prioritize reliability as the resource 
mix evolves and becomes more variable, we 
are at risk for serious and more frequent 
disruptions….

“The West must move quickly and more 
decisively to ensure resource adequacy over 
the next decade.”



MLK 
Weekend 
2024

Washington & the Northwest faced 

record-breaking low temperatures, high 

winds, snow and freezing rain.

More than 100,000 lost power due to 

damaged lines. In total, an estimated 17 

people died from falling trees, 

electrocution, and hypothermia.

Natural gas experienced equipment 

failures, and wind generation dropped to 

near-zero.



Wind & 
solar
Wind and solar energy 

dropped to near-zero.

Courtesy: Bonneville Power Administration

Hydro
Hydropower ramped up 
to meet people’s needs



MLK 
Weekend:
Hydro & 
imports prevent 
blackouts

Courtesy: NewsData, Salem Electric



Costs are rising



Showing % very serious/somewhat of a problem
Affordability is 
the top concern

Concern about the cost 

of electricity, climate 

change, and blackouts 

remain high. 

Concerns about both 

climate change and 

blackouts decreased 

from 2023 to 2024.

Courtesy: DHM Research NWRP Multi-State Survey

(October 2024)



Reliability + Affordability 
= Human Health

32% of clients at the Flathead 
Food Bank said that increasing 
energy costs had driven them to 
seek assistance.

Chris Sidmore, Flathead Food Bank
Source: Dam! podcast Ep.37 Cost Cap: Setting the record straight | August 30, 2024 



What can we do?



Others push for 

litigation, dam 

breaching.

We see another path 

forward…



Seeking collaboration



Advocacy

Sept. 3: NW RiverPartners testifies before Congress  
supporting the “Defending our Dams Act” NW RiverPartners, PNWA meet with US Rep. Dan 

Newhouse (R, WA-04)



• Be an informed voice

• Advocate for balanced energy policies

• Support fish and wildlife restoration alongside clean energy

• Educate others about the value of our hydropower system

• Build relationships with your local energy provider / port / labor / ag

What’s my role?



Scan the code below to stay informed and you’ll be alerted 
to action items you can take on important issues…

Thank you 
Washington 
State Water 
Resources 

Association!



Our hydropower system 
and its vital role in the 
Pacific Northwest
Austin Rohr, Deputy Executive Director



“Lead the charge for the Northwest to realize its clean energy potential using hydroelectricity as the cornerstone.”

Appendix





“Lead the charge for the Northwest to realize its clean energy potential using hydroelectricity as the cornerstone.”
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